Following a revision of Thapsia (Apiaceae) in north-western Africa, the name Thapsia platycarpa is resurrected and lectotypified for a species that grows between Algeria and Morocco, and a new species Thapsia cinerea is described from the Rif region of north-eastern Morocco. Morphological features that differentiate between these and other species ( T. villosa , T. garganica , T. transtagana and T. gymnesica ) are discussed. An identification key for the plants of the area is presented.
INTRODUCTION
Thapsia (Apiaceae, tribe Laserpitieae) is a small genus of about eight species distributed in the Mediterranean area. Its centre of diversity is located in the western Mediterranean and extends to the Atlantic coasts of Portugal and Morocco.
Taxonomically, Thapsia is a complex genus. Thus Tutin (1968) cites only three species ( T. garganica L., T. maxima Mill. and T. villosa L.) in Flora Europaea . Subsequent studies have added, characterized or differentiated other species such as T. gymnesica Rosselló & A. Pujadas (Pujadas, Rosselló & Barceló, 1991; Christiansen et al ., 1997) , T. transtagana Brot. (Smitt et al ., 1995) , T. minor Hoffmanns. & Link and T. nitida Lacaita (Bayer & López-González, 1996; Pujadas-Salvà, 2000a,b) .
The area where the two species are found is located in north-west Africa between Algeria and Morocco. This area has a semi-arid Mediterranean climate with some subhumid enclaves. The predominant vegetation is thermo-Mediterranean with scarce meso-Mediterranean vegetation in mountainous zones (Benabid, 2000) . The climax vegetation is composed of sclerophyllous forests with formations of Tetraclinis articulata (Vahl) Mast., evergreen oak forests of Quercus ilex ssp. ballota (Desf.) Samp. and pine forests of Pinus halepensis Mill. (Benabid, 1984) . Pomel (1874) described T. stenoptera and T. microcarpa and pointed out their affinity with T. villosa .
He also described T. stenocarpa , T. platycarpa and T. lineariloba , indicating their relationship with T. garganica . These taxa by Pomel have been forgotten or simply accepted as mere variants or forms of similar species. We believe that at least one of them, T. platycarpa Pomel, presents different morphological features that confirm its taxonomic rank as a species.
Only Battandier (1888: 371-372) and Battandier & Trabut (1902: 456) recognize T. platycarpa and the other species of Pomel, although they relegate them to the rank of variety . T. platycarpa has been ignored since then by the authors who have studied the flora of North Africa (Table 1) .
Studies of the flora in the region near Melilla and the northern border area between Morocco and Algeria, where T. platycarpa is relatively common and where the new species T. cinerea can be found, do not make reference to these taxa. Sennen & Mauricio (1933: 50) only record the presence of T. villosa and of T. garganica var. decussata (Lag.) DC.; Pau (1934: 333) cites T. villosa var. dissecta Boiss.; UrrestarazuGavilán (1984: 118) only cites T. garganica ( = T. decussata ). Sennen (1936) does not provide any new information regarding Thapsia . The bibliographical references to T. decussata by Caballero (1917: 24) and Sennen (1932: 269) , however, actually correspond to T. platycarpa herbarium material. Pitard (1912: 51) T. garganica L.
MATERIAL AND METHODS
T. villosa L. Jahandiez & Maire (1932: 548-549) T Emberger & Maire (1941 : 1090 T. garganica ssp. decussata var. angusta Faure & Maire Lebrun & Stork (1978: 335) .
T. garganica ssp. decussata var. angusta Faure & Maire Nègre (1962: 114) T. garganica L. Quézel & Santa (1962: 656) T Jafri (1985: 111) T. garganica L.
T. villosa L. Type. PLANTES DU MAROC, avec rosette radicale, Beni-Sidel, Segangan, 24.v.1934, F. Sennen & Hno. Mauricio (MAF 59036, holotypus, ut Thapsia decussata Lag.) . (Fig. 3) .
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Iconography. Figure 4 .
Derivatio nominis. The name 'cinereus' refers to the ash grey colour of the leaves.
HERBACEOUS PERENNIAL. STOCK with abundant fibres. LEAVES (11)12-14 cm, in a short basal rosette. Sheath 2-4 mm wide. Petiole 3-5 cm, much shorter than lamina, densely covered with whitish grey woolly adpressed hairs. Lamina (5)7-10 ¥ (3)4-6 cm, broadly elliptical to obovate in outline, attenuate at base, 1-2(3) pinnately cleft to pinnatisect, ultimate lobes (1)2-7 ¥ (1)1.2-1.9 mm, narrowly oblong, obtuse, blunt. Upper (adaxial) surface net-veined, with dispersed cobwebbed hairs, dark green, lower (abaxial) surface densely covered with whitish grey woolly (15) 
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DISCUSSION
Although only known from the type, T. cinerea is easily differentiated from the rest of the species of the genus owing to the silvery-grey (cinereus) colour of its leaves. Leaves with disperse long +/-cobwebbed hairs on the upper surface of the lamina and densely whitegreyish woolly adpressed hairs on the lower surface of the lamina. The size of the fruit approaches that of T. garganica, T. transtagana and T. platycarpa, although it is differentiated from them by the shape of its leaves, which are 1-2(3) pinnately cleft to pinnatisect and are less divided with much shorter ultimate segments measuring (1)2-7 mm in length. 
